








“ To raise the virtues, animate the bliss, 
‘“* And sweeten all the toils of human life.’”—Taomson. 
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SOPHIA; in order to rub off a little of the rusticity 
’ of manners he had aequired, and to 
[ conTINUED. ] learn ho. to depoit himself when he 


Bruton [this being the name of the became ofage, waich would be in litile 
person engaged by the major.] being |more than a twelvemonth, This was 
received into the family, augured his|the information the major received, and 
future success; and while he waited withuhe cursed the happiness which he had 
stoical patience the completion of his|not the power of diminishing. ° 
scheme, be amused himself with collect-| The beauty of the little Louisa. had 
ing the history of Sir Robert and his'not escaped his attention, and a vague 
family. lidea of seducing her, at some future pe~ 

Sir Robert, he found, was descended) riod, and by that means stabbing the 
from a long line ofillustrious ancestors,'iheart of the parent through the child, 
whose deeds of valour are recorded in/floated in his mind, but without being 
the page of history. Himself, the four-' formed into a resolution; at present So- 
teenth baronet on the genealogical tree,!phia engrossed all bis attention, and by 
had been married about fifteen years to means of the ind@fatigable Bruton, he 
lady Louisa Harrington, ouly daughter) was informed of all her actions. If she 
of the earl of Montgomery, whose beau-jsent a letter to her mother, or a note to 
ty and riches had attracted crowds ofjher milliner, the major had the first pe- 
admirers from the day she made her|rasal—nor was Mr. Douglas much less 
first public appearance, to that on which} wate hed; his private correspondgnce 
she resigned her hand to Sir Robert.—) was !aid open, as he never either wrote 
With her he lived in happy and unin-lor received a letter, that the care of 
terrupted harmony; she was fond of; Bruton did not convey to the major, 
pleasure, and he rejoiced that he could) whe, with a dexterity acquired by long 
indulge her in it. They had three chil-/practice, opened and re-sealed them, 
dren, a son in his fourteenth year, and! with so much exactness, that the eyes 
Louisa and Emily. lof the most suspicious would have been 

Mr. Douglas, the younger brother of; deceived, much more so those who djd 
Sir Robert. having finished his college) not suspect at all. Things continued iy 
Sturlies, resided at present in the family, this state for some wecks, the plans of 
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the major did not appear to advance, 
aid Sopi.a, who generally saw him 
once a week at the theatre, without 
his appearing to observe her, no longer 
thoughtthere was any thing to fear. 


it all through to Sophia, and both in the 
Same instant expressed an earnest wish 
0 £0, 

“For my own part.” said Mr. Dou- 
elas, “ [have no one to con ult but 





One evening, When Sophia was at a 
juvenile ball with her two pupils, she 
sprained her ancle so violently, that she} 
Was in consequence confined to the house 
for several days. 

Lady Louisa unwilling that the edu- 
cation of her daughter should receive 
any interruption. very kindly undertook’ 
the charge of her during the evenings. 











myself; but you unfortunately, cannot 
go without my sister’s permission, which 
would readily enough be granted, but 
‘then we shouid be tormented with that 
little devil Louisa.—Is it not possible to 
contrive any method of going without 
her? There is always so much confu- 
sion at a public masquerade, that [ am 
certain I should lose one of you, if [ had 


She would have done the same favor to! beth to take care of —do try,iwy dear So- 
Mr. Douglas, but that young man, who) phia,if you cannot think of some scheme 
received more pleasure from the com- for our going together; but you know it 
pany of Sophia, than he could from the) must be without lady Louisa’s know- 
most splendid assembly, declined the) ledge. 
offer, under pretext of visiting some of) Sophia was neither startled nor of- 
his college friends, who he said were) fended at this proposal. No idea of dan- 
arrived in town, | ger presented itself. She was not now 
Lady Louisa being nater + y candid! going with a stranger, but with one 
and unsuspicious, believed him, and he! whom she had been in habits of intima- 





exulted in being for a short time the un-, 


controlled master of his own actions.— 
He regularly went out every day after 
dinner, but never being able te 
find one of his college friends at home, 
he generally returned and spent the 
evening with Sophia, whose thoughts 
were become such unpleasant compan- 


— 


cy tor months, who was ever her caape- 
ron if she moved out of the house, and 
\whose conduct had never been more 
particular than that of an attentive 
‘brother. Her imagination dwelt on the 
magic charms of a masquerade: and the 
possibility of danger, or impropriety 











‘was totally banished from her thoughts, | 


ions, that she felt miserable when alone:| Scarcely blushing at the falsehoods she 
the society of Mr. Douglas was there-| shortly intended t:. utter, she very calm- 
fore a great relief, while he found equally consulted Mr. Douglass on the in- 





pleasure in being able to converse with 
her, uninterrupted by the forward re- 
mark © i.ouisa, Scarceiy could he. nor 


did he much attempt to define the nature; 


of the sentiments he entertained for his 
fascinating friend. 

ree evenings had thus passed in 
‘asing, and innocent employment 





the 


vention of some plausible tale, that 
might deceive his sister, and procure 
her absence. 

After some time spent in deliberation, 
‘it was agreed, that on the morning of 
jthe masquerade, Sophia should receive 
aletter, as from her mother, informing 





‘her of her being dangerously ill, and 


of reading and conversing; when on the | requesting her immediate attendance, 
fourth,a newspaper having found its way|/which would of course be allowed. 


to the apartment of Sophia. attracted the; 


The plan was pronounced to be ex- 


attention of Mr, Douglas; who taking)cellent, and anticipating its success, 
i’ up to see if there was any thing worth) they mutually congratulated each other 


reading, an advertisement, in large 
characters, of a splendid masquerade, 
which was to bethe following week at 
the Pantheon, presented itseif, He read 


} 





on their powers of invention. Little did 
Sophia think that at that moment, con- 
tempt was taking place of esteem fer 
her, in the besom of Mr. Douglas.— 














Rn -« FP —_— -_ -s> 


TN wh 


—_ ew pee 


ons 








THE INQUISITOR. 


107 


she no longer appeared that immaculat [oy in this nook where my ill fortune 


angelic creature his imagination haw 
heretofore painted her. He now regaru- 
ed her as a mean deceiver, who scrupled 
not to sacrifice her veracity for the pat- 
try gratification of a few hours aimuse- 
ment. These thoughts passed rapidl) 
through his mind, but occasioned no 
change in is countenance, and he tn- 
ternally smiled at the idea, that a les- 
son of dissimulation was among the 
instructions he received from Sophia— 
before this he had considered her as a 


superior being,whom he might worship; 
now he regarded her as a toy which he 


uas placed me, than when I passed my 
laughing youth in the gaudy bowers of 
prosperity? If L am not soothed by flat- 
tery, Lam not wounded by ingratitude; 
i! [ feel not the conscious pride of supe- 
rior life, Lam not the object of calum- 
niating envy; and | am now too ‘lar ree 


her finger at me; fears L have none,and 
hopes—there is my consolation, there 
is the source of my joys, and the cure 
of my sorrows; they no longer rest on 
vain, idle, fallacious objects, on private 
friends, or public justice; they have now 





might play with; the seduction of such a 
girl, he thought, would scarcely aero, 
to a crime; and though he could not im-' 
mediately adopt the idea, he yet thought 
it a subject worthy of future considera- 
tion. 


( To be continued. ) 
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The following little effusion is from 
a friend in the country, whose humble 


a nrore durable foundation, they rest 
on heaven, 


RICHARD. 


“2 + 


elnecdotes. 


A lady having the misfortune to have 
her husband hang himself on an apple 
t ey . . . . 
tree, the wile ofa neighbour imu ediate- 





iy came to beg a branch of that tree to 


i 
* 


thave it grafied into ene in her own or- 


chard, « for who knows, (she said) byt 
it may bear thesame kind of fruit?” 








circumstances, and an agreeable resig- 
nation to his present late, has suggested 
the following lines. 


For the Inquisiior. 


THE COTTAGE—A Fracment. 


isto pay: 


A Velocipeder presented himself at 


a turnpike gate. and demanded * What 


799 


“That (said the waggish 
gate-keeper) depends upon wily ther you 
ride upon your hobby or pull i: through; 
in the latter case, you know, a two 
wheel carriage, drawn by any horse, 
mule or ass, is liable to the tol!; and you 





Sweet pliability of affections, which 
takes the barbfrom the dart of misfor- 
tune and shapes the mind to its allot- 


will, E suspect come within the meaning 
of the Act. 





ment. L have been master of a_ palace, 











said Horatio, and now my only habita-| 
tion is this cottage; troops of liveried) 
Slaves then obeyed my nod, and my, 


Degrees of Comparison. An Irish- 
man meeting an acquaintance, thus ac- 
costed him: “ Ah! my dear, who de 


sheep alone are now obedient to me; the you think you have been jus: speaking 


splendid board is exchanged for the to! 


fruits which the earth yields tomy own 


Your old friend Patrick: faith,and 
he has grown sothin I hardly knew 


labour, and the rarest juice of the viv-him: to be sure, you are thin, and I am 
tage is succeeded by the simple beve- thin, but he is thinner than both of ws 
rage of the fountain. But am Lless hap-| put together. 


moved into the shade for scorn to point . 


° + = 
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FOR THE INQUISITOR. 
TO MISS C*¥#*#*, 
Had’st thou known the love I bore thee, 


Thou had’st never wrung this heart, 
Had’st thou known it did adore thee, 


POBLR Yo ! 





Thou had’st never made it smart. 


But its love I never told thee, 
Therefore 1 cannot complain, 

But dear asever still may held thee, 
Tho’ thy love IL can’t obtain. 


But mark me, tho’ thou art perfection, 
He who now thy iove doth share, 
Regardless of thy kind affection, 
Will seek, e’re long, some other fair. 


Conquest Celia’s all his claim. 
This accomplished, he’il depart, 
This,my love’s his strongest claim, 
To tear away from me thy heart. 


Rut, dear one, when he doth forsake thee, 
And certainly [know he will, 
Tomy forsaken heart betake thee, 
To thee, thou’lt find it open still. 
ALFRED, 


——aP > Ga 
HENRY AND LOUISA. 
An interesting tale. 


[ Concluded. ] 


afew minutes brought him to the house of his 
Louisa—alas, shé had set off four hours before, 
Almost raving, he could scarce make the mourn- 
ing mother sensible of bis errand. He returned 
in agonies to his father, who consented to ac- 
company him immediately to Gravesend. They 
rode post with the utmost speed, but when ar- 
rived. were told she was already on board, and 
the ship under weigh The sufferings of Henry 
are not to be expressed; however a cutter was 
hired instantly, and without taking refresliment 
they set sail after he ship—they met a boat re- 
Iturning with the father and brother of Louisa— 
they hailed them, and in afew moments explain= 
ed their design, to the utter astonishment of the 
f ‘her, who was entirely ignorant of the whole 
transaction. They turned the boat, and accom- 
panied the lover: fortunately the ship bad beer 
retarded by the drawing up of one of the an- 
chors; they came alongside of her, and in an in- 
stant Henry was on board, Louisa had retired 
to the cabin with the governor’s lady; her bio- 
ther prudently stopped Henry, and descending 
into the cabin, found her drowned intears. Sure 
prised at seeing him again, ‘ My dear brother, 
(exclaimed she) whatis the matter, where is 
ny father? Surely I saw you row from the ship,’ 
‘ My father is on deck; prepare yourself, my 
dear sister, fora most dreadful surprise; your 
voyage is suspended.’ Before he could utter 
another word, Henry flew into the cabin, and 
overcome with joy, fatigue and a variety of emo- 
tions, he fell at her feet, deprived ofsense. Ter- 
ror and astonishment fixed her to her cha r mo- 
tionless, and the same instant, before she had 
recovered the use of her faculties, she found 
herself inthe arms of Heary’s ‘ather, who pres- 
sed her to his bosom by the enJlearing nome of 








"his letter was delivered to Henry, inthe 


presence of his father. Knowing it to be Lour-| 


sa’s writing, he was scarcely ab‘e to retire to the 
window, and with trembling hands broke the! 
seal—before he had quite gone through it the! 
letter fell to the ground, and throwing himse:f 
into a chair, he almost imstantly fainted. His! 
father very much alurmed; rang ‘he bell for as-| 
sistance, and taking up the letter, put it in’o his; 
pocket. As soun as poor Henry had recovered, 
his father taking bis hand, requested to know, 
what had occasioned his disorder; and producing! 
the letter, “Here is the paper «ou dropped (said! 
he) may | be permitted to examine its contents.) 
Yes, sir, (rephed Henry) read it, and then judge; 
of my feelings, and the value of the trea 
sure now lost to me forever;” Ue covered his! 
face with his handkerchief, whilst his father 
read the letter with attention, and after afew 
minutes silence, turning suddenly to his son, 
* Harry, (cried he) I will no longer oppose your 
wishes; the writer of this letter deserves a dia- 
dem. Ge, my son, fly tothe house. prevent her 
voyage, and tel your Louisa, a father waits to 
clasp her to his breast.” Joy was almost as fa 
tal .u its effects as grief had been Sudden trans- 
itions are difficult to bear. Poor Henry conld 
not find words—He emphatically kissed his fue 
ther’s hand in silence, and Hew out of the room; 





! 





daughter! Henry began to show signs of life, 
and Louisa thus authorised by his father, press- 
ing his hand, repeatedly called him her dear, 
dear Henry. A flood of tears preserved her 
from fainting, and in a few minutes both were 
restored to a little composure. 

* My dear, my worthy girl, (said the old gens 
tleman) pardon me fer all the distress I have 
lviven you—I knew not your value;—But the 
\voung woman who contd generously give up her 
jhappiness tothe will of a parent she had no rea- 
son toesteem, and from pri: ciple alone plead 
against her wishes, deserves to be made happy; 
and happy you shall be, ifthe warme-t affec- 
‘tion and esteem of your Henry and his father 
can make you so. I shall now go to the captain, 
and prepare for your removal.” 

Matters were soon settled on board, and the 
happy lovers returned with their parents. A 
few days re-established Henry’s health, and they 
were speedily united, and are living monuments 
of matrimonial bliss. 
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